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10311000 CARSON RIVER NEAR CARSON CITY, NV
CARSON RIVER BASIN, UPPER CARSON RIVER BASIN 

LOCATION.--Lat 39°06′28″, long 119°42′44″ referenced to North American Datum of 1927, in SW ¼ NW ¼ sec.2, T.14 N., R.20 E., Carson City,  
Hydrologic Unit 16050201, on left bank, 2 mi downstream from Clear Creek, 3 mi upstream from Lloyds Bridge on road to Mexican Dam, 5 mi 
southeast of Carson City Post Office, and at mi 70.40 upstream from Lahontan Dam. 

DRAINAGE AREA.--886 mi². 

WATER-DISCHARGE RECORDS 

REVISED RECORDS.--WDR NV-79-1:  Drainage area. 

PERIOD OF RECORD.--May 1939 to current year. 

GAGE.--Water-stage recorder. Datum of gage is 4,620.48 ft above National Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, from topographic map. Prior to Dec 23, 1955, 
water-stage recorder on right bank at datum 1.0 ft higher. Dec 23, 1955, to Mar 13, 1956, nonrecording gage at present site at datum 1.0 ft higher. 
Mar 14, 1956, to Sep 30, 1963, water-stage recorder at present site at datum 1.0 ft higher. 

REMARKS.--Records fair except for estimated daily discharges, which are poor.  Many diversions above station for irrigation. Flow slightly regulated by 
several small reservoirs on tributaries. 

EXTREMES FOR PERIOD OF RECORD.--Maximum discharge, 30,500 ft³/s, Jan 3, 1997, gage height, 18.43 ft; no flow Sep 5, 1992. 

PEAK DISCHARGES FOR CURRENT YEAR.--Peak discharges greater than base discharge of 1,600 ft³/s and (or) maximum (*): 

Date Time 
Discharge 

(ft³/s) 
Gage height 

(ft) 
May 21 2230 *5,180 *8.27 

 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wdr/2005/
http://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/nwisman/?site_no=10311000
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DISCHARGE, CUBIC FEET PER SECOND 
WATER YEAR OCTOBER 2004 TO SEPTEMBER 2005 

DAILY MEAN VALUES 
[e, estimated] 

Day Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

1 13 98 131 163 225 293 413 848 2,100 754 70 15 
2 13 95 140 153 229 280 432 898 2,140 807 53 14 
3 16 94 130 145 221 283 445 873 1,930 780 52 15 
4 16 104 110 146 237 277 424 999 1,700 723 44 17 
5 18 118 115 143 246 277 377 1,140 1,700 678 41 17 

6 20 112 140 148 256 279 375 1,270 1,640 627 38 18 
7 22 115 162 e150 273 288 465 1,120 1,360 638 41 16 
8 25 122 193 e160 310 299 497 999 1,100 582 66 16 
9 27 130 207 e180 305 327 456 1,210 1,080 562 67 21 

10 29 140 186 154 288 380 402 1,260 1,170 526 54 21 

11 32 140 171 172 279 468 379 886 1,210 517 54 22 
12 34 142 170 e165 273 526 389 773 1,270 501 40 23 
13 33 141 172 159 297 542 400 883 1,270 477 33 20 
14 34 138 167 165 298 e500 380 1,130 1,280 392 28 22 
15 34 138 160 170 273 e450 353 1,490 1,510 332 25 25 

16 36 140 156 179 281 e400 360 2,200 1,520 247 30 23 
17 39 141 151 e170 289 360 446 3,480 1,370 231 35 25 
18 47 143 e145 e170 312 322 618 2,500 1,180 227 26 28 
19 61 139 e145 e165 312 305 669 3,320 946 234 20 34 
20 74 135 149 157 302 383 648 4,420 856 220 19 34 

21 81 134 145 e170 315 385 563 4,940 841 166 21 26 
22 84 126 e140 178 404 367 514 4,540 801 145 33 26 
23 79 112 128 183 409 649 519 3,640 831 145 36 31 
24 80 119 123 187 336 504 581 3,320 865 138 28 30 
25 82 130 123 198 307 414 557 3,000 881 152 23 40 

26 86 140 152 218 296 381 526 2,850 829 137 21 42 
27 98 152 147 252 284 389 592 2,950 789 111 24 44 
28 92 171 148 262 282 586 743 3,150 764 107 27 43 
29 89 145 148 264 --- 597 733 3,130 728 119 22 39 
30 93 105 152 241 --- 488 724 2,440 732 100 19 39 
31 96 --- 163 234 --- 424 --- 2,050 --- 84 17 --- 

Total 1,583 3,859 4,669 5,601 8,139 12,423 14,980 67,709 36,393 11,459 1,107 786 
Mean 51.1 129 151 181 291 401 499 2,184 1,213 370 35.7 26.2 
Max 98 171 207 264 409 649 743 4,940 2,140 807 70 44 
Min 13 94 110 143 221 277 353 773 728 84 17 14 
Ac-ft 3,140 7,650 9,260 11,110 16,140 24,640 29,710 134,300 72,190 22,730 2,200 1,560 

 

 STATISTICS OF MONTHLY MEAN DATA FOR WATER YEARS 1940 - 2005, BY WATER YEAR (WY)                                  

  Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Mean 95.1 202 279 361 384 418 602 1,196 963 264 57.2 46.0 
Max 527 1,693 1,992 3,171 2,115 1,573 1,467 3,129 4,099 1,764 657 281 
(WY) (1983) (1951) (1951) (1997) (1986) (1986) (1982) (1969) (1983) (1995) (1983) (1983) 
Min 7.69 46.6 52.4 76.4 62.7 73.7 46.4 93.9 47.7 11.6 2.81 1.96
(WY) (1978) (1978) (1989) (1991) (1991) (1977) (1977) (1977) (1988) (1977) (1977) (1977) 
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SUMMARY STATISTICS 

 Calendar Year 2004 Water Year 2005 Water Years 1940 - 2005 

Annual total  77,045.9    168,708    
Annual mean  211    462    405   
Highest annual mean    1,142 1983  
Lowest annual mean    58.5 1977  
Highest daily mean  1,110 May   6   4,940 May 21   26,100 Jan   3, 1997  
Lowest daily mean  3.2 Sep   9   13 Oct   1   0.00 Sep   5, 1992  
Annual seven-day minimum  3.5 Sep   3   16 Sep   1   1.5 Aug 24, 1992  
Maximum peak flow   5,180 May 21   30,500 Jan   3, 1997  
Maximum peak stage   8.27 May 21   18.43 Jan   3, 1997  
Annual runoff (ac-ft)  152,800    334,600    293,600   
10 percent exceeds  556    1,150    1,070   
50 percent exceeds  146    180    180   
90 percent exceeds  7.5    26    20   

 


